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CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION
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JANUARY 10, 2017
8:00 AM.

Discussion of Traffic Calming Policy.

Review and discuss Council goals and objectives for 2017.

Other items.
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The objective of the City of Hutchinson Residential Neighborhood Traffic Calming Policy is to
improve the livability of our neighborhoods and to minimize adverse impacts of vehicular traffic
on residential streets and pedestrian safety through a system of education, enforcement and
engineering. Certain thresholds apply and include the following:

a. The posted or statutory speed may not be more than thirty (30) miles per hour.
b. The street shall be a two-lane residential roadway.

GOALS
Goals ~f ko Palicy gre:

e Reduce the speed of vehicles on residential streets, with demonstrated speeding problems,
to levels consistent with speeds on more typical City of Hutchinson residential streets.

o Increase safety by reducing demonstrated accident patterns on impacted residential streets
to levels consistent with those of typical City of Hutchinson residential streets.

e Develop and emphasize focused neighborhood educational programs, which address
residential traffic problems.

e Eliminate or discourage, no-local, cut-through traffic on residential streets.

In implementing the Program Goals, care will be taken to:

e Encourage citizen and neighborhood participation though the Program by seeking the input
of affected residents, via written and verbal communication to the City Engineering
Department.

¢ Minimize impacts on emergency vehicle response times caused by implementation of
neighborhood traffic calming measure.

e Limit the potential for shifting traffic problems from one residential neighborhood to
another when implementing traffic calming measures.

e Respond to petitions’ in a timely manner.

PRNP AM OVERVIEW

The neighborhood Traffic Calming Policy has been designed to ensure that each residential
neighborhood with a demonstrated traffic problem has access to neighborhood traffic calming
measures. The program requires significant citizen involvement. The policy has been designed
to address neighborhood concerns in a timely manner by relying on the neighborhood residents to
te the initial steps to address a perceived problem. Final traffic calming measures will be
implemented and reviewed by the Engineering Department and approved by the City Council. The
level of traffic control measures, which may be implemented, is subject to available funding.
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PROCESS

The process in which a perceived problem is identified by a neighborhood or resident, includes the
series of sequenced activities as noted below which will be used as possible mitigation.

The Process is summarized in th~ “~"ywing sequential steps:

Article I. EDUCATION

Education solutions instruct people on ways they can help ease traffic problems, by posting
a temporary “‘Speed Radar Trailer™.

If a neighborhood or resident perceives a traffic problem, the City’s Director of
Engineering shall be notified. Notification to the Engineer can be made via contacting the
Engineering Department, City Hall or through the Council Person representing that
District.

Within one week of said notification the Engineer shall coordinate with the Streets
Department of Public Works to have a Speed Radar Trailer placed near mid-block of the
concern area for a period of two weeks. Many times, this educates that small percentage
of the motoring public that creates the unsafe pedestrian activities.

After a one-month relaxation period from removal of the Radar Trailer, if the neighborhood
or resident perceives a traffic problem still exists the next phase of Enforcement shall be
implemented.

Articlell.  ENFORCEMENT

Enforcement solutions enlist the help of the Police Department to focus enforcement efforts
on the streets and increase community awareness of speeding problems.

Within one week of said notification the Engineer shall coordinate with the Hutchinson
Police Department Traffic Sargent to increase patrols in the area for a period deemed
necessary by the Sargent.

After a one-month relaxation period from removal of the increased patrols, if the

1 iborhood or resident perceives a traffic prob n still exists the next phase of
1 _abor Action _ommittee shall be implemented.
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Article lll.  NEIGHBORHOOD ACTION COMMITTEE

A Neighborhood Action Committee is organized with a single spokesperson. The
Committee distributes a Traffic Calming Petition which must be signed by 75 percent of
the renters or owners, allowing one signature per residence, on the impacted block(s). (See
Attached Sample Petition) The petition is then submitted to the City’s Director of
Engineering whom then implements the final phase of Engineering Analysis.

Article IV.  ENGINEERING ANALYSIS

Upon receipt of the Petition a study shall be initiated by the Director of Engineering and
will include the following analysis and thresholds.

c. Automated traffic counts will be conducted for two weeks. To qualify for speed
reduction techniques, the 85" Percentile speed must be at least 10 MPH over the
posted speed limit. If the 85" Percentile speed is less than 10 MPH over the posted
speed limit the petition shall be denied.

d. The analysis shall also consider other factors such as pedestrian traffic, street length
and number and severity of accidents.

e. Emergency Services — If the proposed installations have the potential for a
significant impact by emergency services, the request for installing traffic calming
measures shall be denied. :

f. If the connecting roadway links to the neighborhood, in the opinion of the Director,
will create cut-through traffic on said links due to the installation of calming
measures the petition shall be denied.

Definitions:

ADT — Average daily traffic count. This value is obtained from 24-hour volume counts on
which the average daily volume is based.

85t Percentile speed — A term used when conducting speed studies. The 85" percentile
speed is the speed at which 85 percent of the measured vehicles travel at or below. Itisa
standard engineering practice to post speed limits based on the 85" percentile.

Emergency services — Police, Fire, Public Works and Ambulance.

Should the above thresholds be met and it is determined that installation of traffic calming
measures are warranted Design and Construction phases shall be implemented.

In Traffic Engineering, the most successful and commonly used technique for reducing
speeds are speed humps.

Speed Humps: A permanent section of pavement 22 feet long (See Attached Sample
Design). The speed hump design is 3 inches at their highest point and varies in width,
depending on the width of the road traversing. The number of speed humps installed on a
street depends on the length of the street. For speed humps to be effective, they must be
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installed in a series, approximately 250 to 600 feet apart. Speed humps should only be
installed on paved residential streets with curbing. However, an alternate non-curbed
section is included. Speed humps should be located a minimum distance of 150 feet from
the intersection. Speed humps must be installed at lease 15-20 feet away from the
driveways and alleys. Speed humps must not be placed on residential collector streets with
a double yellow centerline and where the typical weekday 24-hour traffic volume exceed
1,000 vehicles-per-day. The street segment under consideration must be at least 550 feet
and drainage of the street must not be compromised.

Other engineered traffic calming includes chokers, bulb-outs and/or diverters. Current
studies have shown these types of devices are considerably less effective for residential
streets in comparison to speed humps in vehicular speed reduction. However, they may be
considered in the design.

Signs & Markings

Warning signs and pavement markings shall be required to warn motorists of the presence
of the traffic calming measure along a street segment. However, due to the aesthetic
consideration of the neighborhoods in which they were erected, the number of signs
installed shall be minimized where possible. The general design, layout and placement of
the traffic calming warning sign assemblies shall be in conformance with the Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), latest revision.

Construction
Construction of the improvements shall be bid out by the City. Said improvements will be
inspected by the City to insure conformance by the Contractor to the plans and
specifications.

LTTTNNIN

The cost of traffic calming measures (including signs and markings) will be based on bids
by the Engineering Department. The cost will be paid using the following funding
mechanisms:

Each household within the designated Affected Areas will pay their proportional
share of 50% of the cost of the measure and City of Hutchinson will pay the
remaining 50%.

The City shall budget $25,000 per year for their participation in the program. In the event
that budgeted amount is deflated, an approved solution, will be rolled over to the next fiscal
year.

MAINTENANCE

The City of Hutchinson Public Works Department will be responsible for maintenance
after installation is complete.
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SAMPLE PETITINN

IMPr EMENTATION OF NFI"HBORHOO™ "RAFFIC CALMING

We, the undersigned, desire, agree with and request implementation of the Neighborhood
Traffic Calming Policy as published by the City of Hutchinson Engineering Department.

The Neighborhood under this request is located on SUBJECT STREET between FIRST

CROSS STREET and £¥"™ND CROSS STREET.

Name Address Phone No. Date Signature
(Please Print) (Please Print)
Petition Spokesperson: Phone No.
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CITY OF HUTCHINSON

GOVERNING BODY
/ City OF
FUNDING PRIORITIES HUTCHINSON
2016/2017

The City Council believes it is important to focus on the following areas in building a framework for future
planning, budgeting, and decision making. The areas of focus listed below should be used as an aid in determining
budget priorities and future strategic planning decisions.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. The Hutchinson City Council believes it is important to focus on developing strategies
which support and enhance economic development activities by:

Primary Jobs
o Revise Growth Fund —funding policy

o EOF Fund Re-Direction-Creation of true reserve fund

Tourism
o CIP —Hobart Detter, Fun Valley

o Tourist Attraction Funding

Downtov [ relopment
o Fagade Improvements-Loan Program
o Downtown Parking Lot Improvements
o Streetscape (5" to 7" Ave.)
o Alley Repair Program—Cost share
o Add Gateway element to Downtown Streetscape Design at 5" & Main (Aesthetics)
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e Airport
o Hanger Development

o T-Hanger Development

o Maintenance Plan ot Existing Hangers

o Business Develobment efforts

HOUSING. The City Council is committed to continue addressing Hutchinson’s housing agenda with a focus on the
follow -

e New
o Rural Housing Incentive Districts
o Infill Housing
o Special Assessment Districts
o Moderate Income Housing Grant (MIH)
o Down Payment Match Incentive Program
o Housing Development Gap Financing

e Rehabilitation
o Brush Up Hutch
o Neighborhood Revitalization Partnership

o Residential Rehab
o Healthy Neighborhood Matching Grants
o Expand efforts for development and staffing of Neighborhood Associations to promote

cohesiveness and sense of belonging {long-range)
e Historic Preservation
o Obtain ant funds for architectural reviews
o Promotion of Preservation
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o Pursue grant funds for public art projects (long range

PUBLIC SAFETY. The City Council wants to focus on establishing public safety partnerships that will enhance the
quality of life for all citizens of Hutchinson through the following efforts:

e Proactive, positive presence focusing on community partnership with police and fire. These efforts will
focus on quality of life and citizen satisfaction by providing for the safety and well-being of every citizen.
o Add new police officers for implementation of more communitv pbolicing concepts

o Add additional resources to the drug enforcement task force.
o Complete construction of 2 new fire stations in 2016/2017

o Land acquisition for 3' fire station

Approved by City Council on:
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Governing Body Funding Priorities
Downtown Development
2016/2017

Fagade Improvement Rebate Program — Downtown has set aside $10,000 to restart a Rebate program which
was very successful in the past. Thanks to generous commitment of $3,000 per year for 5 years by the First
National Bank, $15,000 was rebated for qualified expenses to aid developers and property owners improve key
downtown properties. This program assisted 8 projects with substantial fagade improvements, including removal
of metal fronts in two key blocks Sherman to Avenue A (Re-Nu, Stage 9, Bear Blessings, Evolution Salon) and 400
Block of North Main {Hatch Studio/Fast Loft, Core Fitness, Team Employment) which leveraged many additional
improvements and new ownership in both blocks. 5 additional projects were awarded for new signage, lighting
and painting making notable incremental improvements to Main Street. Since the completion of the streetscape
improvements in 2007 Downtown Hutchinson has re-paid the City $10,000 each year towards the landscaping
expenses incurred by the City and staff to maintain the beautiful landscaping Downtown. At that time Downtown
was the first to receive such service but thanks to the excellent planning and execution by our Parks Department
over the years the whole City enjoys that same level of service and beauty. Downtown Development would like
for the City Commission to consider allowing the $10,000 annual re-payment along with our $10,000 to re-fund
the Facade Improvement Rebate Program and add to it Architectural Expenses Rebate as approved uses with a
dedicated annual funding of $10,000 to assist key approved projects important to future downtown
development. In 2009 the City council awarded Downtown Development $20,000 from the EQF funds to help re-
develop properties for adaptive re-uses like loft housing. Architectural services especially for code footprints was
an eligible use of those funds. This program helped to improve 5 properties with architectural services and added
loft units to Downtown Hutchinson at 306 South Main and 13 South Main and key adaptive re-uses at 7 West B
(now TECH Adult Life Skills) and at 16 & 18 South Main (Anima Bella).

Downtown Parking Lot Improvements - The North Sherman & Walnut Parking lot re-surfacing was designed
in 2016 by BG Consultants and construction is planned in 2017.

Streetscape 5" to 7t & 5" & Main Intersection Design — Currently under study and pre-design in the
Engineering Department.

Alley Repair Program - Nothing to report at this time.
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