AMENDED 2016 HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ACTION PLAN

7 ~ CITY OF
HUTCHINSON
The 20176 Historic Preservation Action Plan was originally adopted by the Hutchinson City Council on

1/5/2016. This document incorporates the revised timeline as approved by the Hutchinson Landmarks
Commission on 10/3/2016.

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this Action Plan is to actively promote and adequately protect historic resources located
in the City of Hutchinson. Further, the Plan seeks to accurately assess the historic status of those properties
listed on the local, state and national registers.

Strategy 1: Minimize the impacts of deteriorating housing stock on the ability to perform historic
rehabilitation / preservation.

Discussion: Many homes in the Houston Whiteside Historic District have deteriorated to the
point where repairs needed are costly. Residents seek the cheapest available option when
performing rehabilitations.
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Strategy 2: Accurately reflect the status of historically-designated properties and extent of historic
districts.

Discussion: One factor that contributes to the lack of support for historic preservation in the
Houston Whiteside District is the shape and size of the district itself. Containing 184
properties, the district is one of the largest in the State of Kansas. Homes in the district,
particularly on the fringes, do not have a uniform character and style. Some homes on the
edges of the district were constructed in a different time period than those at the core. Finally,
some homes have been modified and are no longer contributing to the historic nature of the

district.
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LM = Landmarks Commission
$ = < $500
$$$$ = > $10,000

Strategy 3: Educate Realtors along with new and existing residents about historic district
requirements and the ramifications of owning historic properties.

Discussion: The Houston Whiteside Historic District has experienced significant property
resales, which has made continuity of education difficult. Property owners indicate they are
unaware they live in a historic district. Many of the property owners that were active when
the district was initially formed no longer live in the district and/or are no longer promoting
preservation.
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Strategy 4: Raise citizen awareness about historic properties and the ramifications of performing
work without permits and historic review and enhance the ability of the City Council to
review appeals.

Discussion: Based upon recent actions by the City, citizens in the Houston Whiteside District
have the impression that it is acceptable to do work without obtaining building permits and
without historic review. Presently, there is no penalty assessed to homeowners and landlords
who do work without permits or review. Further, upon appeal to the City Council, inadequate

information is provided for the Governing Body to make a determination.
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